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We were delighted to welcome celebrity chef Raymond Blanc to the Hospice
in January. The Michelin-star chef and TV star, who has a string of top restau-
rants including Brasserie Blanc in Leeds, visited St. Gemma’s Hospice to meet
the catering team, pass on some tips and expertise and he even cooked lunch
for patients.

During his visit, he met with St. Gemma’s Head Chef, Alan Heeley and his
team. He gave advice on herbs in the Hospice gardens and they worked togeth-
er to prepare a wonderful lunch for patients.

He then chatted to staff and patients and served lunch to St. Gemma’s in-
patient Margaret Hutchinson. She said, ‘I was astonished to meet him. He was
a real gentleman and his food was delicious.’

Raymond, who once worked as a leukaemia nurse in his native France, said, ‘It
is always good to exchange new ideas. I wanted to come here to St. Gemma’s
Hospice where people come to receive expert care. Not only is there fantastic
food thanks to Alan and the team, but there is an incredible philosophy of care
and creativity.’ 

Alan, who has worked at St. Gemma’s Hospice for 5 years said, ‘Working with
Raymond was fantastic and definitely one of the highlights of my career. It was
good of him to come to visit us, he’s an incredible chef and it is an honour to
learn from him.’

Raymond Blanc
Prepares Lunch 
for St.Gemma’s
Hospice Patients

Website message
Thank you so much for supporting
St.Gemma’s Hospice. Visit our web-
site to see a special message from our
Chief Executive, Bill Kilgallon and find
out how we have used your donations
in the last year.

www.st-gemma.co.uk

Hospice Head Chef, Alan Heeley (2nd from left) and
Raymond Blanc (2nd from right) with the catering team.

Raymond and Alan discussing fresh herbs

Raymond Blanc serves lunch to patient, Margaret Hutchinson
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our new Trustees
We are delighted to welcome some new
members to our Board of Trustees. They
each bring fresh ideas and experience to
the Hospice and will complement and
strengthen the existing skills to benefit
patient care. Our new Trustees are: 

Helen Alpin a GP 
Colin Millar Chair of the 

Airedale NHS Trust 
Morven Whyte a stockbroker with 

Redmayne Bentley 
Anita Holmes Department of 

Work & Pensions 
John Ebo Leeds City Council

with former retail 
experience 

We also welcome : 

Bipin Bhakta Professor of 
Rehabilitation 
Medicine, 
as an advisor 
to the Hospice. 

The Board of Trustees meet quarterly
and are responsible for the overall gover-
nance of the Hospice, its strategic direc-
tion and for ensuring its financial health.

St.Gemma’s Nurse 
Meets Prime Minister
St. Gemma’s nurse, Catherine Malia, was one of four local people selected to meet with
PM, Gordon Brown, after his historic Cabinet meeting in Leeds recently. Catherine,
who is an Advanced Nurse Practitioner, represented St. Gemma’s Hospice at the exclu-
sive meeting at the Royal Armouries. She told the PM how she welcomed the
Government’s new End of Life Care Strategy, but raised concerns about the recession
and how hard it is for St. Gemma’s and other charities to raise money. Catherine said
afterwards, “He listened to my comments and was very positive about hospice care. It
was a great experience and I was proud to represent St. Gemma’s”.

Threshold or transition moments happen
every day. Some transitions are more sig-
nificant than others and throughout a per-
son’s life they may experience many such
significant moments. Change and death are
two life experiences that bring us to new
thresholds. These can be challenging as all
change and loss create feelings of sadness
and apprehension. Change and loss also
lead to new growth, to new opportunities
and new challenges. The season of spring
offers that hope of new beginnings with
lighter days, colour and new life which we
welcome after the bleakness of winter.

With each new spring we are also aware of
the passage of time and how quickly the
years pass. For me, this is a particularly sig-
nificant spring as it brings me to retirement
from St.Gemma’s at the end of March. I
have spent eleven and a half years in a very
privileged role within St.Gemma’s jour-
neying with patients and relatives at very
difficult transition moments in their lives
and also with staff and volunteers.

In that time I have felt challenged in many
ways. I’ve learnt a lot about the meaning of
life and above all I have been inspired by
the courage and generosity of patients, rel-
atives and supporters. I would like through
these columns to thank you all for the won-
derful support you give to St.Gemma’s
and which we are always in need of to keep

up good standards of care. I would like to
thank my colleagues and volunteers and
also colleagues in the health and faith com-
munities across the city of Leeds and
beyond who have all been wonderfully
dedicated and supportive in helping us
meet the needs of our patients.

I am pleased that I can introduce you to
Tom Keating who will take on the role of
Director of Spiritual Care & Social Work
from April 1st. Tom has already written in
the news letter and I am sure you will hear
from him regularly. St. Gemma’s has
always seen that the spiritual aspect of
care is central to its service as it is con-
cerned for the dignity and wellbeing of
each person. The Sisters of the Cross and
Passion continue to be involved behind
the scenes on the Board of Trustees and
we always regard St. Gemma’s as a very
special place and we want it to be a place
of welcome for all the communities of
Leeds who need the service it has to offer.
It will leave an indelible mark on my heart
and wherever I am I will remember with
gratitude the time I have spent as part of
the community that St. Gemma’s has been
from the outset and continues to be in the
present. I ask that God will continue to
bless St. Gemma’s and all whose lives it
touches in offering a much needed service.
Sr Brigid Murphy.

Spring Reflection – Transition

Sr Brigid Murphy welcomes her successor, 
Tom Keating to the Hospice

Catherine meets PM, Gordon Brown (photo courtesy of Yorkshire Evening Post)



You tell us – we listen
We are always keen to receive feedback about our services, as this helps us to continual-
ly develop and improve. Our Service User Forum is one way that we encourage patients
and their carers to let us know about their experience of St.Gemma’s Hospice. Meetings
are held thrice a year and users can be patients, families, carers or professionals such as
district nurses and GP’s, anyone who accesses the service provided by St.Gemma’s. We
may think we know what our service users want, but it is only those who are using the
services who can see where there are gaps or room for improvement. We find the ses-
sions valuable and we thought we would tell you about some of our recent achievements.

Half & Half Appeal
Thank you to everyone who has sup-
ported St. Gemma’s Hospice through
the Yorkshire Evening Post’s Half and
Half Appeal.  

Both St. Gemma’s and Wheatfields
Hospices received a big boost when
presented with cheques for £28,500 by
Paul Napier, the Yorkshire Evening
Post editor. He said, “Despite the cred-
it crunch and recession and misery, the
YEP appeal continues to do very well
and the reason is simple to explain. It is
a chance for our readers to say ‘thank
you’ to the two hospices which we are
lucky enough to have. You know how
good you are and our readers know how
good you are.”

The Half and Half Appeal has raised
more than £2.5 million since it was
launched in 1982, so thank you to
everyone who has contributed.

What you told us :
Some patients commented that the
Hospice was very different (in a positive
way) to what they expected.

What we’ve done :  

We have developed a new In-Patient
information leaflet to give a brief and clear
overview of what to expect if you are
admitted to the Hospice. This is given out
by community and hospital teams. A new
patient guide is also being developed. Day
Services, community and hospital patients
and carers are encouraged to come and
look round the Hospice if they wish to.

What you told us :
Some patients in St. Gemma’s Day
Services felt that they were not always
aware of services on offer and although
they were often told about them on their
first visit, they may forget.

What we’ve done :
We have designed small menu cards list-
ing the services on offer and they are on
the tables for patients to access easily. 

What you told us :
Some bereaved relatives were not aware
that they can bring someone with them to
the Bereavement support meetings.

What we’ve done : 
We’ve changed the invitation to include
“you are welcome to bring a friend on the
first occasion.”

What you told us :
Some people felt that access around the
Hospice was difficult for those who are
frail or for wheelchair users.

What we’ve done :
We have installed self-opening doors in all
patient areas which has improved access.

We are very grateful to those who spare
the time to help us. If you would like more
information about the St. Gemma’s
Service User Group please contact : 

Judy Hustwit, Ward Manager, 
on 0113 218 5500 
or e-mail : judyh@st-gemma.co.uk

Christmas Raffle
Thank you to everyone who has bought
or sold our Christmas raffle tickets. We
have raised over £40,000 for the Hospice,
a staggering amount. The winning raffle
ticket numbers were 029222, 144141,
267957, 290484, 029223, 289185,
189299, 006261, 164693 and 203801.
If you think you have a winning num-
ber, please contact Laura on 0113 218
5570. With many thanks to our supp-
orters, Co-operative Travel and Chris
G Cockcroft Accountants and Business
Consultants. 

Contact us

The St.Gemma’s Hospice Newsletter
is produced four times a year and is
sent to over 30,000 of our supporters.
We hope you find it interesting and
informative and if you have any com-
ments we would love to hear from
you. If you have a friend or relative
who would like to receive a copy of
our Newsletter, or if for any reason you
would prefer not to receive this or
other mail from St.Gemma’s, please
contact us. You can call : 0113 218
5555, email : suel@st-gemma.co.uk
or write to : Sue Lakie, St.Gemma’s
Hospice, Freepost NEA 9320,
Moortown, Leeds, LS17 7YY.
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St.Gemma’s Hospice is a local charity providing a vital service completely free of charge to patients and their families. Just a
small drop in donations could result in reduced services to local people in need of our care. We understand that some of you
may be facing challenging times financially, so here are some ideas about how you can continue to support us whatever your
circumstances. In return for your valued support, our pledge to you is that however you support us, whether this is with cash,
your time or your unwanted goods, we will make the most of every gift.

Trust St. Gemma’s Hospice to      

£2 a month
Regular donations can soon mount up and we all need to pull
together in these difficult times. If all our readers could spare just £2
a month, this would fund the running costs of the whole Hospice for
more than 2 months. Please consider donating £2 a month via
direct debit. To do so contact Sue for details or complete the form
on the back of the covering letter. 0113 218 5555

Shops
Our chain of charity shops urgently need stock, so when you have
a spring clean, please give us your unwanted items. Did you know
that St. Gemma’s makes between £1,500 and £2,500 per tonne
from your donations ? Other charities who work alongside com-
mercial collectors can receive from just £20 per tonne. So if you
want to ensure the best price for your donation, and the best deal
for the charity, take it directly to your local St. Gemma’s Hospice
shop (full list of locations can be found on our website www.st-
gemma.co.uk ), or look out for our charity bags through your
door. For more details contact Jane, 0113 218 5281.

Special Occasion? Holding a party?
Are you having a special birthday or anniversary this year or maybe
tying the knot ? Do you have most things you want and would feel
guilty about accepting gifts you really don’t need ? A great way to
support St. Gemma’s is to ask for donations to the Hospice instead
of personal gifts. We can help you with a supply of personalised
cards for insertion in your invitations and when guests send us a
donation we’ll give them a greetings card to post to you, so you
know who has kindly supported St. Gemma’s in your name.
Alternatively your guests can donate online or we can loan you a
collection box for use on the night. However you choose to organ-
ise the collection we’ll send you a list of those who have participat-
ed and the total amount raised to support patient care. 

A new trend is to do away with wedding favours and donate the
money to your favourite charity instead. In return we will send you
a card for each place setting, letting your family and friends know of
your generosity. Alternatively, why not purchase an attractive
St. Gemma’s pin badge for each guest instead of having those sug-
ared almonds ! Please contact Sue, 0113 218 5555.

Legacies
It may not be possible for you to support St. Gemma’s Hospice at
the moment. But by making a Will you can ensure that your
favourite charity can benefit from your lifetime’s work. After you
have left provision for your loved ones please consider leaving a gift
in your Will to St. Gemma’s. Any gift, whatever the size, enables us
to continue our work and extend the range of services we provide.
Every gift really does make a difference to the care of our patients
and their families and it costs you nothing now. If you would like
further information about leaving a gift in your Will to St. Gemma’s
Hospice contact Sue, 0113 218 5555.

Gift Aid
Help us make the most of every penny you give by ‘Gift Aiding’
your donations. If you are a UK taxpayer, the value of your gift is
increased by 28% when you let us know you have paid enough tax.
For a simple form, please contact Pauline, 0113 218 5555.

Donate Your Unwanted Shares
Do you have ‘windfall’ shares that you don’t really need or have you
inherited shares that seem to generate more paperwork than income
or do you simply wish to save money on your tax bill? Then please
consider donating your shares to St. Gemma’s Hospice. We can
gather in all the shares and then sell them to raise much needed
funds for the Hospice. There are great tax benefits on donating
shares to charity. For example if you are a 40% tax payer and you
donated shares worth £100 to the Hospice, you can claim income
tax relief of £40 meaning your donation has only cost you £60.
Furthermore you will not have to pay capital gains tax which might
be due if you had sold the shares rather than donating them. We



have produced an information leaflet about donating shares and if
you would like one, please contact Elizabeth, 0113 218 5575.

Volunteers
We have a number of vacancies for volunteers throughout the Hospice.
Please contact Kathryn for details on 0113 218 5573 or visit our web-
site. In particular the Events and Community Team are looking for vol-
unteers to assist them during busy times around Christmas and Easter.
Duties will include deliveries to schools and pubs in the local area and
making Hampers and promotional packs. Hours can be made to suit,
and can be carried out on weekdays or weekends. Mileage paid at 23p
per mile. Contact Donna, 0113 218 5559 or if you can help with one
of our collections Anne would love to hear from you, 0113 218 5565.

Support St.Gemma’s events and appeals
There are lots of fun and exciting events and initiatives you can
become involved with this spring. Further details are listed in this
Newsletter or can be found online at www.st-gemma.co.uk.

Our 365 Days of Care Appeal
raises money for our In-
Patient Unit where patients
receive the most intensive of
care. Our heartfelt thanks go
to the following companies
and individuals who have so
kindly supported the Appeal
so far this year :-

� BAM Construction Ltd
� Contract Vehicles Ltd
� D & M Middleton & Son 
� Ladbrokes Ltd
� Lights4Fun
� McFadden

(Construction) Ltd
� Mr & Mrs Stott
� Brett Daurge
� Monty Dorsman

� Stanley Fowler
� Tony Thrippleton
� Judith Grange
� Kairen Brown
� Lawnswood 

Floral Designs
� Lorraine Haythornthwaite
� Patricia Carter
� Patricia Kirwan
� Naughton Finance
� Network Marketing
� Premier Private Hire
� Rensburg Sheppards
� Seacroft Job Centre
� Shaw Electrical Services
� Shepherd Building Group
� Skanska Ltd
� The Family of 

Barbara Paylor
� Unilever
� United Utilities

Operations Ltd

It costs £355 to pay for a day
of care in the In-Patient Unit
and if you would like to spon-
sor a day please contact
Elizabeth on 0113 218 5575.

   make the most of your support
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Initiatives
Jump for St.Gemma’s !

We are offering you the chance to take part
in a sponsored parachute jump for
St.Gemma’s Hospice. You choose the date
and location and all you need to do to enter
is raise a minimum of £395. Contact Fran.

Eggsamples of how to help 
St.Gemma’s this Easter 
Would your school, local business, club or
group like to sell Easter Gifts in aid of
St.Gemma’s? We have a range of items,
for ‘eggsample’ miniature Easter Beanie
Characters, Easter Pencils and toys. Each
item sells for £1 each and they can be
dropped off at your door at a time that
suits you. You could also organise you your
own Easter event like an Easter Egg hunt,
fancy dress competition, Easter Arts and
Crafts day or raffle one of our Giant Easter
Eggs ! Contact Donna.

St.Gemma’s Garden Party 
changes its date
We have decided to change the date of our
Garden Party to Sunday 12th July 2009
from 12noon to 4pm. The reason for this
change is that in the past the date has

always fallen on the same day as the Men’s
Wimbledon Final and with Andy Murray
doing so well at the moment, we thought
that it would be best to change to the
following Sunday so the country could
support our tennis prodigy if he manages
to make it to the final. We hope you can all
make it to the new date, it promises to be
a great day of food, shopping and
entertainment for all the family. More
details in the next Newsletter.

Help St.Gemma’s Keep Running !

Take part in a running event for St. Gemma’s
Hospice in 2009. We have 50 places for the
Run For All, a 10K run through Leeds city
centre on Sunday 21 June. We also have 75
places for the Great North Run, the world’s
most popular half marathon, held on
Sunday 20 September. If you would prefer
to take part in a fell race, you could take part
in the Wharfedale Off-Road Marathon or
Half Marathon for St.Gemma’s. This event
takes place on Saturday 6 June in the
Yorkshire Dales. For details about all of
these events. Contact Laura.

Help build a school in Tanzania
Take a sponsored trip to Tanzania where
you, along with other like-minded people
will help build a school for local African
children whilst supporting St.Gemma’s
vital work in Leeds too. The trip will take
place from 9th to 18th October 2009.
Contact Fran.

Heartfelt thanks
Many thanks to everyone who has
supported St.Gemma’s Hospice over
the past few months.  Special thanks to
everyone who sponsored a light and
helped with Light up a Life, everyone
who came along to our Christmas
Market, all our Santa Dashers, all those
who attended our retro fairs, our dog
walkers and their four legged friends,
our Valentine’s Day skydivers, all our
Spring Walkers and Line Dancers,
St. John’s Shopping Centre, Cardinal
Heenan School, Scott Hall Sports
Centre, Walsh School Of Theatre Dance,
The Irish Centre, Colliers Cre, Talbot
Primary School, Mount St. Mary’s
Catholic High School for their annual
street collection and carol singing, all
the Christmas bag packers, collectors
and carol singers, Malcolm Moss and all
who attended the Winter Ball, The
Queens Hotel, RWE Npower Charity
Committee, St. James’s Place Found-
ation, Amy Lawlor and staff at DLA Piper
LLP, staff at Yorkshire Bank, Carling,
Marsh, Mercer, Unilever, Eversheds,
HBOS, Highways Agency, KPMG and
Towergate for their huge support over
the last year. 
There are hundreds more who have
supported us but too many to mention,
our sincere thanks to you all.  

www.st-gemma.co.uk

Ukulele Henry
St.Gemma’s Hospice would like to say a
big thank you to Ukulele Henry and his
fantastic team for all of their hard work in
2008 and 2009. Henry has chosen
St.Gemma’s Hospice as his charity to
support and can be seen at many of our
events throughout the year playing his
Ukulele, singing well known songs, and
selling his fantastic artwork. So on
behalf of everyone at the Hospice,
thanks Henry ! 

Ukulele Henry and Fundraiser, 
Donna Woodman



Forthcoming
Events
Casino Evening – Friday 20 March 
Lower Wharfedale Rotary Club and the
Roundhay Friends are hosting a Casino
Evening. It will be held at St.Gemma’s
Hospice Conference Centre from 7.30pm.
Dress code is Black Tie or smart and tickets cost
£12.50. Contact Donna.

The Big Ceilidh – Friday 27 March
St.Gemma’s Hospice has teamed up with
the Leeds Irish Centre to bring to you its
first Big Ceilidh ! This exciting new event
will be held at the Irish Centre on York
Road, from 7.30 pm ’till late. Tickets are a
donation of £10.00 per adult and £5.00 per
child and are available from the Irish
Centre or the Hospice. Contact Donna.

Easter Spectacular – Saturday 4 April 

Come along to the Hospice Conference
Centre from 10 am to 4 pm for our first
Easter Spectacular. This will incorporate
the Spring Fair, with a large variety of stalls
selling everything from jams and chutneys
to jewellery and cosmetics. There will be a
range of Easter crafts for children to get
involved with as well as a Big Easter Egg
Hunt in the Hospice gardens. Delicious
spring food will be available and the
Hospice Gift Shop will be selling their
range of brand new gifts, jewellery,
homewares and plants all at their famously
low prices ! Contact Fran.

Visit Skipton Castle 
– Good Friday 10 April 
Over 900 years old, Skipton Castle is one
of the most complete and best preserved
medieval castles in England. On Good
Friday, the Castle is kindly donating all
admissions to charity, half of which comes
to St.Gemma’s. So why not visit and help
raise money for St. Gemma’s. Visit
www.skiptoncastle.co.uk for more
information or contact Elizabeth.

Jumble Sale – Saturday 25 April
Due to popular demand the Roundhay
Friends Jumble Sale is back at the St.
Gemma’s Conference Centre this April.
Doors will be open to the public between
11.00 am and 12.00 pm and admission is
only 20p per person ! Contact Donna. 

Bingo Night – Thursday 30 April
Come along, win some great prizes and
make it a full house. It will be held at the
Hospice Conference Centre from 7.30 pm.
Contact Anne.

Vintage Fair 
– Saturday 30 and Sunday 31 May 
St.Gemma’s will be hosting its popular
Vintage Fair (formerly known as the Retro
Fair) in the Hospice Conference Centre
from 10 am to 4 pm. We will be selling all
of the retro and vintage stock donated to
our charity shops, as well as hosting a
wide range of stallholders. Goods on sale
will include clothing and accessories,
furniture, artwork, jewellery, books, music,
home-ware and ornaments, all dating from
the 1920s to the 1980s. For information or
to book a stall, ring Hayley on 0113 249 6670
or e-mail : retro-events@st-gemma.co.uk

Windermere Row 
– 6th, 7th, 13th & 14th June

The annual Windermere Row will take place
on the above dates. Wooden rowing boats
are provided and teams from 2 to 8 rowers
row the 10 miles course. Such is the
popularity of this 28 year old event that we
only have limited availability left. So if you
fancy a row in the beautiful surroundings of
Lake Windermere with family, friends, work
colleagues etc, contact Elizabeth.

It’s A Knockout – Sunday 28th June
Remember ‘It’s A Knockout’ on TV ?
Remember Stuart Hall’s mad laugh and

teams dressed in silly outfits fighting their
way over foam covered inflatable
obstacles? Now you can take part in an
It’s A Knockout event. St.Gemma’s have
teamed up with Fisher’s International
Knockout to produce a fabulous day of
fun, frolics, laughter and lots of foam and
water ! Teams take part in 10 giant,
amazing games which are custom made
for the maximum amount of hilarity.
Professional presenters provide an
entertaining running commentary together
with musical accompaniment. Spectators
are welcome so this is a real fun day out
for the family. Teams are 8-10 members
and the venue is the Roundhegians Rugby
Club at Moortown where food and drinks
will be available. For an information pack
contact Elizabeth.

Indoor Car Boot Sales
Are you put off car boot sales by the wet
weather and early starts? St.Gemma’s
have the solution ! Come along to an indoor
car boot sale and bag some bargains
whilst staying warm and dry or why not
even have a go at running your own stall ?
Anne is now taking bookings for all the
remaining 2009 dates at a cost of £10 per
table. Sales take place between 10 am and
1 pm, refreshments will be on sale. Dates
are : Sat 2nd May, Sat 6th June, Sat 5th
September, Sat 3rd October, Sat 7th
November. Contact Anne.

Tea at Ten (date TBC)
Enjoy a catch up with friends over a tea
and home made cake at Cross Gates
Methodist church hall. Various stalls
including: books, jewellery, gifts and bric-
a-brac. Contact Anne. Could you hold a
coffe morning or event in aid of the
Hospice at your church or faith group? If
so please contact Donna.

Contact Numbers
Anne 0113 218 5565 annem@st-gemma.co.uk

Donna 0113 218 5559 donnaw@st-gemma.co.uk
Elizabeth 0113 218 5575 elizabethb@st-gemma.co.uk

Fran 0113 218 5505 francines@st-gemma.co.uk
Laura 0113 218 5570 laurar@st-gemma.co.uk
Sue 0113 218 5555 suel@st-gemma.co.uk

General Fundraising enquiries 0113 218 5555 or fundraising@st-gemma.co.uk
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April sees the start of the new financial
year.  Here  are  some  ways  that  your
company  could  support  St.Gemma’s
Hospice during 2009 /10.

Adopt St.Gemma’s 
as your Charity of the Year
Adopting a Charity of the Year is a great
way to get your staff working towards one
objective and the money they raise over
the course of the year can make a real dif-
ference to the Hospice, as well as giving
your employees lots of fun. You’ll have a
dedicated Fundraising Manager at the
Hospice who can help with fundraising
ideas and getting you started and also help
at any events you undertake. They can
also come and speak to your staff to
inform them about the care and services
provided by the Hospice. Your staff will
be pleased to be raising money for a local
charity where every penny raised in Leeds
is spent on the people of Leeds.

Participate in Hospice Events
We have lots of great events for your staff
to take part in this coming year. How
about rowing a boat on the stunning Lake
Windermere or a round of golf at Moor
Allerton Golf Club ? Or for the more
adventurous how about fighting your way

through loads of foam over giant inflatable
obstacles at our ‘It’s A Knockout’ event ?
We have something for everyone so see
our forthcoming events page in this
newsletter or visit www.st-gemma.co.uk
to see our full range of events.

Organise Your Own Event
Dress down days, quizzes, a night at the
pub, treasure hunts, karaoke competi-
tions … we have a full list of fundraising
tips and ideas for events / initiatives that
you can organise. Not only will they raise
much needed funds for the Hospice but
they are great fun too. 

Give As You Earn (GAYE)
GAYE enables your employees to donate
a small amount direct from their salaries
every month. This method of giving is tax
efficient because for every £1 given in this
way, it only costs the donor 78p as the
Tax Man throws in the rest ! 

Donate an Hour to St.Gemma’s
Why not make a special New Financial
Year’s Resolution to St.Gemma’s? One
that does not involve going to the gym or
giving up chocolate ! Your new Financial
Year Resolution could be to Donate an
Hour of your salary to St. Gemma’s.

Simply take your monthly salary, divide by
the number of hours you work in a month
and then donate what you earn in one hour
to the Hospice. What’s more, as you are a
UK Tax Payer you can Gift Aid your
donation making it worth 28% more. Why
not ask your colleagues at work if they
would all like to do this. With their partici-
pation you could raise a substantial amount
of money for the Hospice. All who partici-
pate will receive a certificate to display and
not only that, they will have the satisfaction
of having kept a new year’s resolution. 

Fundraising for St.Gemma’s is always
great fun… but fancy dress is optional !

For more information about these initia-
tives please contact Elizabeth on 0113 218
5575 or at elizabethb@st-gemma.co.uk

Corporate Connections

Join us  for our  third annual Midnight Walk, a  ladies only
sponsored walk, starting at midnight. This year promises to
be bigger and better than ever as participants can choose to
walk either a 6 mile or 12 mile route. Both routes will start
and finish at the Leeds Rugby Training Ground on Kirkstall
Road and  follow well  lit  streets around north Leeds. Last
year over 800  ladies  took part  in  the event and enjoyed a
night to remember ! They also raised a staggering £103,000
for the two Leeds Hospices : St. Gemma’s Hospice and Sue
Ryder Care Wheatfields Hospice. 

Entry  to  this  event  is  £12.50,  which  covers  the  costs  of
organising the event so that every penny you raise in spon-
sorship  comes  directly  to  patient  care.  All  participants
receive  a  fundraising  pack,  t-shirt,  refreshments  at  the
halfway points, a goody bag and event memento.

To  register,  call  Laura  on  0113  218  5570  or  visit
www.leedsmidnightwalk.co.uk.


