
We are thrilled to announce
that St. Gemma’s Hospice has
just been awarded a grant of
£406,000 from the Department
of Health. This is part of a £40
million award from the
Government to adult hospices,
to enable them to enhance end
of life care for older people.

For some time St. Gemma’s has
been concerned that the existing
Day Hospice facilities were
becoming over subscribed and
needed a good facelift. This grant
means that we can address both
these issues and, at the same time,
set up a completely new Out
Patients facility.

The new Day Hospice
developments will increase the
number of places available, as well
as creating several flexible rooms
for providing therapies, including
physiotherapy, occupational
therapy and complementary
therapies, as well as specialist
clinics and counselling facilities.
They include building a second
day room and adding a large
conservatory overlooking the
gardens.

The new Out Patients facility will
be created adjacent to the Day
Hospice. It will enable us to see
patients much earlier in their
illness and in doing so, help them

to maintain a much better quality
of life and remain at home for
longer, with improved Hospice
support. We can then offer an
increase in the number and
variety of medical interventions,
(for example, blood transfusions)
and extend the service to patients
with a diagnosis other than cancer.
It will also take some of the pressure
off the Day Hospice and provide a
service for those who choose not
to attend as day patients.

We would like to think that these
improvements will mean that not
only can our current patients get
more from their visits to the Day
Hospice, but that we can provide
care to even more people across
Leeds and hope that they find
relaxation and enjoyment along
with care and pain relief at St.
Gemma’s.

One patient who has found this is
Geoff Smith. Geoff has been
attending the Day Hospice for
around four months and in that
time has become a master of
abstract art. Using our well-

equipped art room, Geoff has
developed a love for art and some
of his work is currently on display
in the Day Hospice. He hadn’t
picked up a paintbrush since his
school days but now you can’t
keep him out of the art room!

His abstract work includes lots of
colour and he uses a mix of large
paintbrushes and sponges. Geoff,
who lives in Oakwood, said
“Sometimes I paint the farm
where I grew up in Pocklington.
Sometimes I just move the
paintbrush round and see what
happens! I got this chance at the
Hospice – though my brain isn’t
as fast as it used to be and it takes
me a while to get it out – I do like
painting again.

I didn’t think I would like coming
into the art room at first but there
are quite a few of us who use it
and we all get different things
from it. It gives me the
opportunity to take my mind off
everything else for one day and
get on with something others tell
me they enjoy! Coming once a
week to the Day Hospice also
allows my wife a day to herself;
visiting our daughter, seeing
friends or going shopping.”

Work to create the new facilities
in the Day Hospice is expected to
begin in the summer and should
be completed towards the end of
this year, when we hope that even
more people will be able to
experience the quality of care that
St. Gemma’s provides.

Exciting New Plans for the Day HospiceS
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Geoff Smith displays his art

An example of Geoff’s work

Garden Party
Sunday 1st July
1 to 4.30 p.m.
at the Hospice
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Social workers also run the bereavement
service that provides a mixture of one to
one counselling, either face to face or
on the telephone, short term groups
and regular support meetings. This
service is well supported by a trained
team of volunteers. To extend their
services, the social work team has
recently doubled in numbers to include:

! Community Social Worker
This is a Primary Care Trust
funded post for two years to
develop specialist palliative care
social work services within the area
of Leeds covered by St. Gemma’s.
Working with our community
nurse team the new social worker
is developing earlier social work
contacts with families to assist with
the variety of issues and concerns
that arise for people facing
terminal illness.

The BME Bereavement Development
and Children’s Bereavement
Development posts both run in
partnership with Sue Ryder Care
Wheatfields Hospice.

! Black and Minority Ethnic (BME)
Bereavement Development
Worker
The role of the BME Bereavement
Development Worker, which is
funded for two years through a grant
from Help the Hospices and HBOS,
will develop links with all BME
communities within Leeds so that a
greater understanding of the work of
the Hospices is achieved within
these communities.The aims of the
post are to develop the Hospices’
knowledge and understanding of
dying and the bereavement needs
for BME groups.

! Children’s Bereavement
Development Worker
The role of the Children’s
Bereavement Development Worker,
funded for three years by a BBC
Children in Need grant, will
concentrate on encouraging
children and young people to
access the services available at 
the Hospices at both pre and 
post-bereavement stages.
The aims of the project are to work
directly with children and young
people and to develop a service for
those children and young people
whose families use the Hospices.

For further information contact the
team on 0113 218 5500.

The Growth of the Social Work Team
The social workers at St. Gemma’s provide a wide range of support and
care for patients and their families, carers and friends. They work on the
wards, in the day hospice and in the community.They focus on providing
practical and emotional support with a flexible service and are able to
assist with advocacy, advice, access to grants and benefits, problem
solving and decision making as well as providing one to one or family
counselling support if needed.

Dear Catholic Post readers,

Some of you may receive this quarterly newsletter from St. Gemma’s Hospice with your edition
of the Catholic Post. From Spring 2008 we will stop inserting the St.Gemma’s newsletter into the
Catholic Post. We hope that you will want us to keep in touch so if you wish to continue receiving
this newsletter and hear what goes on at St.Gemma’s, please call Sue Lakie on 0113 218 5555
or e-mail suel@st-gemma.co.uk to ensure that we are able to send you a copy directly.

Social Workers, Chris Wood,
Briony Farr and Nigel Poulton

Summer is the season 
when nature comes 
into its fullness

Summer is a season that stirs
memories of long warm days, travel,
holidays and fruitfulness. In the
Northern hemisphere June, July and
August are meant to be the warmest
months! This is the season when
students have holidays from school
and College. ‘Holiday’ – a word
derived from two words ‘holy day’ or
Sabbath day which punctuate the
calendars of most faith traditions,
days set aside for renewing body and
spirit. Work-life balance has long
been part of faith traditions not only
with ‘holy days’ but also with the
concept of Retreat when people
withdraw to get a sense of
perspective and purpose in life.

Summer is a season of fullness and
fruitfulness and when we have
holidays we are able to focus our
thoughts on our personal and work
lives. We can renew ourselves and
gain energy, motivation and
perspective which enable to re-focus
ourselves for the challenges of
Autumn and letting go. In St.
Gemma’s, where we offer a 24/7
service, holidays are staggered
throughout the year but even in the
midst of work, summer invites us to
spend time outdoors in the garden
or the local park where we can learn
how to nurture life and growth and
revive the peace and tranquillity that
can so easily slip away in the
business of life.

So whether you have time away or at
home may the summer season renew
your energy so that your activity may
be an expression of your special song
– the special gift that is yours for
your family and your place of work.
This will be the means of our lives
coming to fullness and a realisation
of our true potential.

Brigid Murphy CP

Bereavement team members Dan Bordoley,
Jane Driver & Pippa Bonner



Hospice Welcomes New Chief Executive

St. Gemma’s Hospice is delighted to
welcome Bill Kilgallon OBE as its new
Chief Executive. Bill started the role
on May 1st and has been settling into
the Hospice for the past few weeks.

Professor Gerald Richards, Chairman
of the Board of Trustees at St.
Gemma’s Hospice, said,

“ We are all delighted that Bill
Kilgallon is joining us as our
Chief Executive. He is a highly
respected member of the Leeds
community and comes with a
wealth of experience derived
from a distinguished career in
statutory services and
voluntary organisations. But, as
important, is that he is a man
of great warmth and integrity
who believes strongly in the
work of St. Gemma’s and the
values on which it is based.”

Bill Kilgallon has had a distinguished
career in local government, the NHS
and social care. As a Leeds City
Councillor, he chaired the Housing,
Social Services and Environment
Committees and served for a year as
Lord Mayor. He founded St.Anne’s
Shelter and Housing Action in 1971,
chairing its trustees before becoming
its Chief Executive. He has also served
on the Boards of St. Gemma’s Hospice
and Martin House Hospice.

He has played a major role in the
N.H.S. in the area, being in succession
Vice-chairman of the Yorkshire

Regional Health Authority, Chairman
of Leeds Community and Mental
Health Service NHS. Trust and
Chairman of Leeds Teaching Hospitals
NHS Trust. More recently, he has
completed a four year appointment as
Chief Executive of the Social Care
Institute for Excellence which was set
up by government to improve social
care throughout the United Kingdom.

He was made an O.B.E. for services to
homeless people and community care,
and has received honorary doctorates
from the University of Leeds and Leeds
Metropolitan University. Bill said,

“ I am delighted to be joining 
the very talented team of staff
and volunteers at St. Gemma’s.
The Hospice has earned a
reputation for high quality 
care and has great support in
Leeds and beyond. This is an
exciting time with new services
being developed at the Hospice
and much greater attention
being paid nationally to end 
of life care – I look forward 
to contributing to these
developments.”

St. Gemma’s is incredibly grateful to
Sr. Brigid Murphy who has led the
Hospice since 2006 and ensured that
the care of our patients is at the
forefront of everything that we do.
Sr. Brigid will continue in her role at
St. Gemma’s as Director of Spiritual
Care and Social Work.

Professor Gerald Richards and Sr. Brigid Murphy welcome Bill Kilgallon
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Art
Exhibition

Buy An 
Original For 
Your Home

The Art Exhibition, established in 2001 by the
North Leeds Friends of St.Gemma’s, is now a
major event in the Hospice’s calendar. Last
year it raised almost £20,000. Visitors can
browse the variety of different styles and
media and purchase an original for their
home or office, while supporting the Hospice.

To mark Leeds’ 800th anniversary, this year
we are encouraging artists to contribute to a

section celebrating Leeds’ history.

This annual exhibition, sponsored by AWD
Group plc and Harrogate Design Group, goes
from strength to strength attracting over 150
local amateur and professional artists and in
excess of 700 visitors. With over 800 exhibits
for sale, ranging from traditional to
contemporary to avant garde, there is sure to
be something for everyone. Prices to suit all
pockets start from £30.

Get involved…
Exhibit your work, become a Patron of the

Arts, advertise in our programme or
volunteer. Contact Louisa or visit 

www.st-gemma.co.uk/artexhibition/index

Visit the 
Art Exhibition 

at Leeds Grammar School

Thursday 19th to Sunday 22nd July

Thursday to Saturday 10 a.m – 6 p.m
Sunday 10 a.m to 4 p.m

Kindly supported by…



S
t. 

G
em

m
a’

s 
N

ew
sl

et
te

r 
– 

S
um

m
er

 2
00

7

Spiritual and pastoral care is part of the life of St.
Gemma’s rooted as it is in Judea-Christian values,
whilst also aiming to be inclusive of people of all faiths
and none. Everyone can access texts from their own
tradition in quiet rooms and the chapel. The garden
provides an oasis for many.

Regular services are held in the chapel for patients,
staff and visitors who wish to attend such as a Catholic
Mass Monday to Friday at 11.30 a.m and an Anglican
Communion Service weekly on Tuesdays at 2 p.m. In
addition an informal weekly worship service is now
held on Wednesdays at 2 p.m led by free church clergy.
This service was introduced to provide worship that
does not include Holy Communion and to promote
contact between local churches and St. Gemma’s
Hospice for mutual support. Here is what one patient
who attends the Wednesday services had to say:

“ Having heard only good things about St.
Gemma’s Day Hospice I was pleased to be
referred for one day a week by my oncologist.
However, I discovered that one good thing had
never been mentioned to me. Each day there
is a service held in the chapel at the Hospice.
On Wednesday afternoon there is a short
service. I am always so pleased to attend this
small gathering, I find this time of quiet fulfils

a need in me, and I am
for this.”

Some weeks no patients are 
it is important for many of t
services are still taking place
are being said in support of 
members of local congregati
services, as and when they c
community in which patient
Other recent additions to ou

Lottery
10th Anniversary

Question – What cost £1 per week in
1997 and still only costs £1 per week
in 2007? Answer – Read on!

In August this year the joint hospice
lottery (St. Gemma’s & Wheatfields)
will be 10 years old. Another reason
for a party! The first draw took place
on August 22nd l997 and by June
l998 there were 5,000 weekly entrants.
Thankfully membership continued to
rise and there are currently
approximately 11,500 people paying
only £1 per week with the chance of
winning £2,000. Graham Atherley,
Lottery Manger, is hoping to celebrate
10 years by reaching a membership
figure of 12,000 and by holding a
Superdraw on Friday 24th August
with the top prize being doubled to
£4,000 and all other prizes doubled.
For anyone willing to help him to
achieve his 12,000 target, or wanting
the opportunity to win, it is still only
£1 per week. There are also another
152 prizes making the usual weekly
prize total of £3,000. Please ring the
lottery office on 0113 278 1500 for an
entry form.

People sometimes feel the need for a
tangible memory of their loved ones
and that is why in 2003, we created our
Tree of Life. This has been very
popular; situated in our Memory
Garden it has become an integral part
of the Hospice.

We have decided to expand this idea
further to create a structure in our
award winning grounds which will not
only bear the names of loved ones, but
will also provide an area within the
grounds for quiet contemplation.The
structure will be a Wall of Light,
constructed from glass bricks in an arc
shape which will allow the light to shine
through it, providing a wall of light to
illuminate that area of the gardens.The
light shining through the wall will
symbolise a celebration of the life both
of the living and those we have lost.

Each brick will bear the name of a
person and we are inviting Hospice

supporters to sponsor a brick in the
Wall of Light in memory of a loved
one. Moreover, as the Wall is a
celebration of all life, people can also
sponsor a brick to commemorate a
birth or a special anniversary or
celebration. Names on the bricks will
remain for a minimum of ten years and,

later in the year, there will be a special
unveiling of the Wall of Light for all
those who have sponsored a brick.

If you would like to find out more
about the Wall of Light, please contact
Elizabeth Baxter on 0113 218 5575 or
visit our website: www.st-gemma.co.uk.

Developments in Spirit

The Wall of Light A Celebration of Life

Artist’s impression of the Wall of Light
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include a memory book in the Day Hospice to record
the deaths and memories of our Day Hospice family
members. Patients, staff and volunteers all get to know
each other so well very quickly in the Day Hospice; we
all build up fond memories and we feel that this book is
an opportunity to be able to share them with each other.

Decorated sealed boxes, made by one of our patients,
are now available in the ward conservatories and in the
chapel. They are there to provide a chance to silently
voice worries and concerns without anyone else
hearing and becoming upset; a chance to get
something “off our chest” and out of our mind for a
moment or two and hopefully bring temporary relief to
someone’s troubles.

A multi-faith reflective booklet has also been created
and is available at the bedside of each patient for use
during their stay.

The team is here to support patients, families and
carers and to facilitate a responsive service based on
peoples’ expressed needs. The motto of St. Gemma’s
Hospice is “love knows no measure” and this is
hopefully reflected in all that we do.

Hazel Featherstone,
Assistant Lay Chaplain

At St. Gemma’s we are very
lucky to have a dedicated
research team. The team is
led by Dr Mike Bennett and
consists of research fellows,
doctors and a research
nurse/project manager.

The team has been very
busy over the last few
months, and are currently
working on several exciting
projects. One of these
projects is researching
TENS (Transcutaneous
electric nerve stimulation) in the
management of cancer bone pain.
TENS treatment consists of a pocket
size device that produces a small
electrical current across two sticky pads
that are attached to the skin next to the
painful area. This project is in its early
stages and the team are just completing
the first initial pilot stage. Over the
next few weeks the project will be

entering the feasability stage and we
will be inviting all patients under the
care of St. Gemma’s Hospice with
cancer bone pain to take part if they
wish.
Information from this study will allow
the research team to plan a larger
clinical trial that will involve other
hospices. This larger research study will
provide us with information that will be

of value to palliative and
primary care professionals,
oncologists and services
that treat people with
cancer bone pain within the
UK cancer networks. This
could lead to an improved
quality of life in a group of
people with the most
difficult type of cancer pain
to manage.

If you would like any
further information about
the TENS Study or research

being conducted at St. Gemma’s please
contact Dr Bennett or Helen Radford
on 0113 218 5500.
Helen Radford,Senior Research Nurse 
& Project Manager

Volunteers Remembered

St.Gemma’s is very proud and grateful
to receive the support of so many hard
working volunteers who give their time
freely. From time to time we are
saddened to hear of volunteers who
have died and whilst we commemorate
them here at the Hospice we cannot
mention everyone in this newsletter.

However, Moira and Betty’s story
represents many of our wonderful
volunteers. Moira & Betty began
volunteering for the Hospice after their
husbands died in St.Gemma’s.Their
husbands were both in the same ward at
the same time, where they met briefly.

Moira and Betty went on to give a
great amount of time as collectors for
the Hospice, braving all weathers and
heading out all over Leeds to raise
money. They also supported in other
ways – running stalls at fayres and
helping in our charity shops.

Sadly, both ladies passed away in
February and will be sorely missed.
We would like to offer their families 
our deepest sympathies.

tual and Pastoral Care

Research at St. Gemma’s Hospice

Helen Radford & Rob Searle demonstrate the TENs machine
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Charity Challenges
What would you say, if we told you that St. Gemma’s
Hospice can offer you a change of scenery and the
chance to broaden your horizons, improve your
fitness, help you make some fabulous new friends,
see some of the world’s most amazing sights and
have life changing experiences? Our Charity
Challenges offer you the chance to experience all
these things and more, whilst raising money for the
Hospice. Walk the Great Wall of China, follow the
footsteps of the Maasai through the wild African
Bush or take on the Peruvian Inca trail on horseback.
Whichever challenge you choose, you will be offered
all the advice and support you need to make the
most of your experience. We are looking for special
people to do something truly amazing. If your life is a
little lacking in excitement, our charity challenges
might be just the thing you’ve been looking for!
Contact Rowan.

Virtual Gifts

Are you unsure of what to buy for that special
person on their birthday, or would you simply like
to give a gift on any occasion that makes a real
difference to patients and their families at St.
Gemma’s Hospice? Our range of virtual gifts are
perfect for the person who has everything and
couldn’t be easier to purchase. Here are some
examples of gifts you could purchase:-

£5 buys a summer lunch for a patient, including
strawberries and cream

£10 buys summer bulbs for our award winning
gardens

£20 buys art and craft materials for our art
therapy room in the Day Hospice

If you are interested in any of the above gifts or
would like to see other items which are available,
visit our website at www.st-gemma.co.uk or
contact Rowan to receive a virtual gifts catalogue.

Promotional Goods
We have a selection of promotional goods from
pens, to sunflower badges, soft toys to trolley
keyrings to sell. We are currently looking for shops,
surgeries, community centres, etc to sell these for
us on a sale or return basis. We will provide them
in a display box and each item is sold for £1.
Contact Anne.

Buy online from Tesco 
and raise money for St. Gemma’s
Due to popular demand, Tesco have joined Buy At
so that St. Gemma’s supporters can raise money
for the Hospice when they do their weekly shop
online. With a whole range of stores, including
Amazon, John Lewis, Marks & Spencer and now
Tesco, the St. Gemma’s Buy At site is a one-stop
online shop area, where St. Gemma’s receives
commission on the amount of money you spend!
Visit www.buy.at/stgemma to see how you can
shop and raise money for the Hospice at the same
time.
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Heartfelt Thanks
Our heartfelt thanks go to the following individuals, organisations and
companies:–

All the women and volunteers who took part and helped out at the first
ever Leeds Midnight Walk, Matthew Merritt, Lisa Gannon, Ian Moran,
Paul Bush, Elaine Rushworth, Mr Beresford, Kevin Nicholas, Louise
Taylor, Chris Hardaker, Sheila Grant and Paul Glancy who took part in
the London Marathon, our Leeds Half Marathon runners, Mark & James
McDermott who cycled the length of Ireland, Odessa Stoute who
undertook her annual sponsored swim, Irene Clarkson and everyone who
participated in the mixed aerobics event, Jenny Heron, Kirsty Bray & Anna
Hall and all the crazy people who took part in our It’s A Knockout event.

All the stallholders and volunteers at our Spring Fair, participants in our
annual Sponsored Bike Ride and Rugger Ramble, Judith Parker and the
Soroptimists International Skipton in Craven, University of Leeds Strategy
Project Group, staff at The Bull, Moortown, Parklands Girls High School
Year 10, Potty Cottage, Garforth Community College, The Birch Tree
Pub, The Regent at Chapel Allerton, The Mexborough at Thorner,
Christine Butterfield and everyone at Hunslet Carr Sports & Social Club,
Howard Lee, Tammy & Jo at The Dexter, everyone involved in the Pool
Feast, all our intrepid parachute jumpers, Bradford Community Housing
Trust, Leeds Mail Centre and Skipton Castle, Neil Saville and all at H2B
magazine and Anne Giliker, Fiona Ashburn and Stephen Kirk for their
Golf Day & Ball at Rudding Park.

Look after the pennies and the
pounds will help St. Gemma’s

We would like to thank the
residents of the Doreen Hamilton
Day Centre for Older People who,
over many years they have been
collecting their small change for 
St. Gemma’s and have raised over
£2,000. If you would like to help by
taking a collection tin for your
community centre, home or
workplace contact Anne.

Fundraising for St. Gemma’s

Contact Numbers (Area Code 0113)

Anne 218 5565 Elizabeth 218 5575

Louisa 218 5559 Rowan 218 5505

The St. Gemma’s Hospice Newsletter is
produced four times a year and is sent to over
23,500 of our supporters. We hope you find it
interesting and informative and if you have any
comments we would love to hear from you. If
you have a friend or relative who would like to
receive a copy of our Newsletter, or if for any
reason you would prefer not to receive this or
other mail from St. Gemma’s, please contact
us. You can e-mail suel@st-gemma.co.uk, call
0113 218 5555 or write to Sue Lakie, St
Gemma’s Hospice, Freepost NEA 9320,
Moortown, Leeds, LS17 7YY.



Forthcoming Events

Sponsored Yellow Walk 
– Wednesday 20th June
Year 5 and 6 pupils from Leeds schools are invited
to take part in our annual Sponsored Yellow Walk
around Roundhay Park. The children follow a fully
marshalled, secure route, they are given a
commemorative yellow hat to wear for the
occasion and there will be a variety of
entertainment afterwards. We are also looking for
people to marshal the event so call us if you can
spare a couple of hours. Contact Louisa.

Open Garden – Saturday, 23rd June

St. Gemma’s Hospice will be holding its first Open
Gardens event with a number of gardens opening
in the Leeds area in support of the Hospice during
the summer months. Additionally, we will be
opening the St. Gemma’s award winning grounds
from 10 am until 2 pm. There will be home grown
plants for sale and a plant swapping service.
Entrance will be £2 and guided tours will be
provided. Contact Louisa.

Garden Party – Sunday 1st July 
Join us between 1 p.m and 4.30 pm for the
annual Garden Party, held in our award winning
grounds. This year, the Garden Party takes on a
tropical theme which we hope will be reflected in
the Summer sunshine! Come along with your
friends and family to enjoy a fun day out with lots
to do, see and eat. There will be stalls selling
jewellery, books, food, gifts and all sorts of bric-a-
brac as well as musical entertainment, fun and
games. Contact Rowan.

Indoor Car Boot Sale – Saturday 7th July
What a novel idea; a car boot sale but indoors!
Staff at KPMG are supporting St. Gemma’s by
holding a sale of bric-a-brac, collectibles and all
sorts of interesting items in St. Gemma’s Prout
Conference Centre. It starts at 10 am and finishes
at 2 pm, so come along and grab a bargain.
Contact Elizabeth.

North Leeds Community Choir Singing Event
& Dance – Saturday 7th July
North Leeds Community Choir will lead this
musical extravaganza and whether you are a
professional or novice you’ll enjoy a wide range of
material from world music to pop, jazz to gospel!
Held at the Immaculate Heart’s Queens Hall on
Harrogate Road, tickets for this day of song and
dance cost £12 and include refreshments. No
previous experience is required, just enthusiasm
and the desire to have fun singing with others. The
day continues with a dance from 8 to 11.30 pm,
accompanied by a live band. Contact Louisa.

The Towergate Charity Ball 
– Saturday, 14th July
Towergate Professional Risks are holding a Charity
Ball at Leeds United Conference & Exhibition
Suite, Elland Rd in aid of the Hospice. Tickets cost
£45 each and include a fizz reception, 4 course
meal, D.J., swing band and an auction where you
can bid for some amazing celebrity items. Tickets
available in tables of 10. Contact Elizabeth.

Art Exhibition – 19th to 22nd July

At Leeds Grammar School. Visit between 10 a.m
and 6 p.m Thursday to Saturday and between 10
a.m and 4 p.m on Sunday.

Race Night - Saturday 8th September 
An opportunity to become a race horse owner or
back a winning horse – all on a big screen!
Tickets cost £6 and include 8 thrilling races as
well as other entertainment with fabulous host
Steve Crann at the Temple Newsam Golf Club.
Contact Rowan.

HMP Armley Art Exhibition 
– 20th to 23rd September
Join us at The Light retail and leisure centre to
see an exhibition of art from the in-mates of
Armley prison. All income from sales will be
donated to the Hospice. Contact Louisa.

St. Gemma’s Run – Saturday 22nd September
Join in this 5 mile run in Roundhay Park organised
by St. Theresa’s AC. Contact Rowan.

Harewood Hike – Sunday 23rd September 
Why not join us for our annual Sponsored Walk
around the beautiful Harewood Estate. There are
three routes to choose from, an easy family 1 mile
stroll, an active 6 mile ramble or an energetic 11
mile march. Contact Rowan.

Moor Allerton Golf Day – 26th September 
Join us at Moor Allerton Golf Club in Wike for a
fabulous day of golf. Teams are for 4 people and
the day consists of light lunch at the Club, round
of golf (shotgun start) and then a buffet dinner and
presentation to the winning teams. A very popular
event with limited availability. Contact Elizabeth.

Great North Run – Sunday 30th September 
If you fancy running the Great North Run this year
then why not do it in aid of St. Gemma’s Hospice?
We have secured 75 bond places which we shall
allocate on a first come, first served basis and we
are looking for fit people who are up for a challenge
to take part on our behalf. The Great North Run is
not only Britain’s largest running event but is also
the world’s biggest half-marathon. We ask that our
runners raise a minimum of £300 in sponsorship
for the Hospice, and, providing they do this,
participants will take part in the race at no cost to
themselves. Contact Rowan.

Hospice gardeners, Denis & Reg, preparing
the gardens for the Open Garden event

Gifts in Wills
We always feel a special sense of privilege
whenever St. Gemma’s is mentioned in
someone’s Will. A gift in a Will is an honour;
it reminds us of the commitment our
supporters feel towards us and helps us
meet the cost of caring for others living with
terminal illness, here at St. Gemma’s.

Very few of us during our lifetime can afford
to give the sort of larger sums we know
could make a substantial difference to those
causes we feel passionately about. The
pressure of families, mortgages and just
surviving have to come first. But a gift in a
Will is different. It’s only paid after the other
important people and things have been
taken care of. This means that people can
make that special gift that they may have
felt unable to before.

Gifts in Wills help to ensure that St.Gemma’s
can keep on providing care and support to
patients and their loved ones into the future.

If you would like to know more about how to
include a gift in your Will to St. Gemma’s,
contact the Legacy Officer on 0113 218
5555 or email: gailj@st-gemma.co.uk
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Corporate Connections
Are YOU an Entrepreneur?
Are YOU up for a Challenge?
If so, read on…
So, the challenge is this… we give you
£50 and you have until 1st November
to use your entrepreneurial skills and
business acumen to turn your £50
into more money for the Hospice. The
only rules are that your time is up on
1st November and whatever you do
must be decent and legal!

Last year, we launched our ‘Yorkshire’s
Best Business Brains’ challenge which
was very successful, raising thousands
of pounds for the Hospice. The most
successful entrepreneur was Steve
Beever from City Gent Franchising
who bought and sold hair products
making £2,752 from his £50. Other
winners were Stephen Bennett from
HSBC Bank who made £955 and
Philip Taylor from Oakapple Estates
who made £670 – what fantastic
returns on just £50 stake money. All
were awarded with a trophy that is
theirs for keeps.

And don’t worry, the Challenge is
underwritten by Hospice supporter
Malcolm Moss so there is no risk to
the Hospice’s money.

Adopt the Hospice
If your company chooses a charity to
support every year then why not adopt
St. Gemma’s – a truly local charity
helping local people. If so, you’ll
receive the assistance and support of a
dedicated Fundraiser to help you in
any way you need.

We are privileged to know them…
One company who have adopted St.
Gemma’s is Headrow-based insurers
Privilege. Two years ago, Privilege 
staff pledged to raise money so that
the Hospice could replace its old van.
Since then, all manner of fundraising
has happened with Privilege staff
joining in to support their local
Hospice. It began with many of the
staff signing up for Give As You Earn,
a tax efficient way to donate with the
Government contributing 22%. The
small donation given by each
employee, directly from their salary
every month, all adds up to a large
monthly donation for the Hospice,
particularly as Privilege, as a company,
contribute twice what the each
employee gives.

Then staff organised their own
initiatives. Shabanna Razzaq organised

a Fashion Show using colleagues as
models, Omar Butt shaved off his hair,
Julie Broadley lead a team of
colleagues across the three peaks and
one colleague was sponsored to stop
smoking.

So far, Privilege staff have raised
£16,000 for the Hospice, all of which
has gone to purchase the new St.
Gemma’s van – a vital resource for the
Hospice. Sarah Watson fundraising
coordinator at Privilege said,

“ Staff are delighted that the
money we have raised has
enabled the Hospice to
purchase a new van. Every time
staff see the van being driven
around Leeds they are proud
that they that have made it all
possible. We’ve had so much fun
organising our fundraising
events and the staff have been
very supportive.”

Going, Going… Up!

To make the most of the eBay
phenomenon, many charities have set
up their own shops on this online
marketplace. The St. Gemma’s
Hospice eBay shop has been running
for just over a year now and is taking
more and more money each month.
So far, we have sold over 500 items
and made over £10,000. The ‘virtual’
shop is stocked with items donated to
our 15 charity shops – managers
select items they think may do well
and these are checked by our eBay
administrator. The items are then
catalogued and listed on a weekly
basis, describing them carefully to
make sure that potential buyers have
as much information as they need to
make the decision to buy.

The most usual items that we list are
clothing, shoes and handbags.
Designer names fetch the best prices
– we sold a Mulberry handbag for

£250 and a very tatty Paul Smith bag
for over £100. However, we also sell
other items, such as records, books,
ornaments and – our best sale ever –
a 1063 Hofner Committee Guitar,
which went for an amazing £776!

We also get income from eBay from
independent sellers donating a
percentage of the total sale price to a
charity of their choice and we have
been fortunate enough to benefit 
from this scheme on a number of

occasions. Items people have sold to
benefit us have been original paintings,
camera equipment, computer memory
and even publishing rights to a novel!

The even better news is that now we
will be able to claim Gift Aid on any
donation we sell via eBay, provided
we have the donor’s permission. If
you have an item you would like to
donate to the Hospice and are a UK
taxpayer, we can list it on eBay on
your behalf and once it is sold, if you
donate the proceeds, we can claim the
tax back from the Government. This
translates to an extra 28p in the
pound, raising the value of the
donation significantly.

You can access our eBay shop by
visiting the St. Gemma’s website at
www.st-gemma.co.uk then clicking
on the Fundraising link. If you would
like any more information about
selling on eBay or donating goods for
us to sell, please contact Chris
Driver on 0113 218 5556.

eBay administrator, Chris Driver,
prepares items for  the eBay shop

To get involved in Yorkshire’s Best
Business Brains or adopting St.
Gemma’s as your Charity of the Year
contact Elizabeth on 0113 218 5575
or elizabethb@st-gemma.co.uk


